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On the 70 th birthday of WILFRIED SCHONBORN 
WILFRIED SCHONBORN dedicated his life and his work 
with formidable nergy to the study and protection of in- 
land waters. No wonder that, on the occasion of his 70 th 
birthday, there is a crowd of well-wishers who want to 
congratulate this well-known limnologist. 
WILFRIED SCHONBORN was born on 3 February, 1934, 
in Harbke, Kreis Oschersleben, a little town between 
Magdeburg and Helmstedt. This town lay only a few 
kilometres from the border erected between East and 
West Germany after World War II. He attended the pri- 
mary school in his native town and later the grammar 
school in Helmstedt. This school was closed in 1945 
during the confusion of the end of the war and so the 
young WILFRIED passed his secondary school graduation 
examination i  1953 in Haldensleben. 
Like many other scientists, WILFRIED SCHONBORN 
was seriously interested in biological questions even 
during his school days. In particular, he was fascinated 
by pond-life and by butterflies. It was thus only logical 
that, after finishing school, he went on to study biology 
at the Friedrich Schiller University, Jena. Among his 
teachers there were such outstanding people as the zool- 
ogists MANFRED GERSCH and EDUARD UHLMANN or the 
botanists HANS WARTENBERG, OTTO SCHWARZ and 
BRUNO SCHUSSNIG. In 1958, he finished his study with a 
Diploma paper entitled "Faunistisch-Okologische Unter- 
suchungen i der Saale". 
After his graduation, WILFRIED SCHC)NBORN became 
one of the first scientists at newly founded limnological 
research station of the German Academy of Sciences in 
Berlin. This research station was established in Jena- 
Lobeda and was directed by the prominent hydro- 
biologist THEODOR SCHRADER. The focus of this new es- 
tablishment of the Academy, with its field station on 
Brandenburg's Lake Stechlin, Neuglobsow, was a long- 
term limnological research programme of the Lake 
Stechlin - Lake Nehmitz system. The reason for this was 
the need to produce abaseline floristic-faunistic inven- 
tory of this system in advance of the GDR's first nuclear 
power station going on line. This plant was set up be- 
tween Lake Stechlin and Lake Nehmitz near Rheinsberg 
and the lake system was used as cooling water. The lim- 
nological investigation was necessary to study the 
changes in the oligotrophic aquatic ecosystem expected 
after thermal pollution from the power station's cooling 
water. 
The task of WILFRIED SCHONBORN in this multidisci- 
plinary project was the study of the microzoobenthos. In 
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addition to studying other protozoan groups, he made 
detailed investigations on the Testacea of the Lake 
Stechlin area. He also dealt with Testacea ecology in his 
PhD thesis in 1962 from Friedrich Schiller University, 
Jena, "Die Okologie der Testaceen im oligotrophen See, 
dargestellt am Beispiel des Grofien Stechlinsees". In
order to draw parallels with the Testacea of other re- 
gions, several exploring journeys led him to Swedish 
Lapland (Abisko), to the Masurian lakes and to Lake 
Baikal. But his diversified scientific interests were also 
aimed at questions in general and terrestrial ecology. 
This is shown, for instance, by his professorial qualifica- 
tion in 1968 at the Martin Luther University at Halle 
with the topic "Der Aufbau einer StratozOnose. Unter- 
suchungen iiber die Besiedlung der Krautschicht in den 
Wiildern um den Grofien Stechlinsee". 
In 1969, the Limnological Research Station lost its au- 
tonomy and was incorporated in the former Central Insti- 
tute for Microbiology and Experimental Therapy at Jena. 
Scientific research was now directed to running waters, 
most of all to the River Saale. At the time this river was 
very polluted in its middle course, especially near to Jena 
where municipal and industrial sewages were released 
into the river without reatment. WILFRIED SCH(3NBORN 
now also worked predominantly onrunning waters. His 
scientific attention was concentrated onthe meaning of 
spatial structures, aspects of metabolism-dynamics, the 
role of the microzoobenthos and riverine nergy flux. 
From 1969 on WILFRIED SCHONBORN was acting man- 
ager of the Department ofLimnology in Jena. It was a 
hard job. Working conditions under the circumstances 
prevailing in the GDR can scarcely be imagined by the 
younger ones among us. Direct scientific exchange with 
colleagues inWest Germany was seen almost as a "con- 
spiratorial act" by the authorities. Research on polluted 
waters was only allowed under "strict confidentiality", 
e.g. without giving the names of the industrial or public 
utilities that caused the pollution or release of noxious 
materials. But such restrictions did not deflect WILFRIED 
SCHONBORN with his brilliant and clear-sighted cologi- 
cal way of thinking and acting. In his scientific publica- 
tions he has continually made clear and discussed the 
causes of pollution as well as the possible ways of im- 
proving the condition of water esources. 
The political change in 1989 and German reunion had 
a fundamental influence on WILFRIED SCHONBORN'S pro- 
fessional life because the GDR's Academy of Sciences 
was disbanded. The Limnological Laboratory Stechlin 
at Neuglobsow as transferred and integrated with the 
Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, 
Berlin (IGB). The Department of Limnology at Jena, 
however, became part of the Institute of Ecology of the 
Friedrich Schiller University. In 1992, in addition to 
teaching and research, WILFRIED SCHONBORN became 
the head of the working group and had to manage its re- 
organization. For him it was the beginning of a very cre- 
ative and fruitful period, but likewise a time with an 
enormous work load. Although in the GDR he had never 
been allowed to give academic lectures, he now had to 
develop and present the complete l cture programme for 
hydrobiology/limnology at the University. This he 
achieved without, even so, ever being able to convince 
the University administration to take the step of appoint- 
ing a C-3 or C-4 professorship in riverine ecology, 
which was both necessary and deserved. His work also 
involved reorientating and leading the Linmology work- 
group as well as much administration. 
The main object of study was now the Ilm river, a nu- 
trient-rich ardwater stream in Thuringia of great scien- 
tific interest. The investigations of the Ilm river were in- 
tegrated in a comprehensive G rman-wide programme 
for the study of running water ecosystems. In this way 
the best scientific and material conditions were provided 
for fundamental theoretical nd applied research on the 
basis of which to develop ecologically-based concepts 
for cleaning up and protecting inland waters. 
Out of this multidisciplinary Ilm project grew a large 
research group of highly motivated co-workers and stu- 
dents that placed great demands on WILFRmD SCHON- 
BORN'S social and organisational bilities. Everybody 
who has worked with him praises above all his unselfish 
readiness to help and his readiness to take time to ask, 
and answer, questions. Especially the young generation 
of limnologists in Jena is very thankful to him, not only 
because he introduced them to scientific research but 
also because he always tood by them in difficult situa- 
tions with friendliness and considerable patience. The 
many diploma papers and dissertations, some of which 
he supervised even years after his retirement, are evi- 
dence for his successful and engaged activities as a uni- 
versity teacher. 
WILFRIED SCHONBORN shouldered an enormous work 
load throughout his scientific areer. In addition to his 
membership ofthe Editorial board of the journal Limno- 
logica, he was for many years co-editor of the journal 
Archivfiir Protistenkunde. In addition, he can also look 
back on a rich harvest of publications. Out of more than 
hundred scientific publications only three titles may be 
given here as example: 
• In 1966, he published acomprehensive d scription 
of Testacea in the series "Neue Brehm Biicherei", it is up 
to now an important key for the diagnosis of Thekamoe- 
ba, a kind of"Bible" in this field. 
• In 1992, his "Flieflgewiisserbiologie" (504 pages) 
was published by Gustav Fischer Verlag, a textbook and 
encyclopedia of the first order. 
• And in 2003, the E. Schweizerbart'sche Verlags- 
buchhandlung printed his "Lehrbuch der Limnologie", a
textbook dealing with many aspects of inland waters, 
from basic ideas to their practical application. 
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WILFRIED SCHONBORN is not only honoured by his co- 
workers, but treated with the highest appreciation by all 
of his colleagues and friends. This is also expressed by 
his membership n the "Akademie gemeinntitziger Wis- 
senschaften zu Erfurt" ever since its re-formation after 
German reunification. Unfortunately, this enormous ci- 
entific programme l ft little time for the family. Never- 
theless, his wife ILSE SCHONBORN not only supported and 
encouraged him in his scientific work but also shared his 
great passion for nature and for hunting. They are both 
especially pleased that their son CHRISTOPH SCHONBORN 
has also become an excellent biologist. 
In 1999, WILFRIED SCHONBORN retired, not without 
struggling with all his might for the continuation of the 
Department of Limnology at Jena, with limnological re- 
search and teaching anchored permanently at the 
Friedrich Schiller University. That this attempt succeeds 
is very desirable, not only for the "birthday boy", but 
also for ecological research as a whole in Germany and 
German limnology in particular. 
Anyone who speaks with WlLFRIED SCHONBORN 
knows that he is as full of beans as ever. However, he has 
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taken his 70 th birthday as an opportunity to divest him- 
self of some of his obligations. He has, for example, de- 
livered the editorship of the journal Limnologica tothe 
new Editor-in-Chief RAINER KOSCHEL (Leibniz-Institute 
of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, Department 
of Limnology of Stratified Lakes, Stechlin-Neuglob- 
sow). The new editors will do their utmost in the future 
to strengthen the journal's good reputation. 
We want to thank WILFRIED SCHONBORN very heartily 
for all the work he has done and we wish him a contin- 
ued enjoyable retirement, but now and then also some 
"agitation". And we wish him many more full and fruit- 
ful years of creative production. We look forward to be 
able to meet and correspond with him again and again 
for many years to come. 
For all of his friends, colleagues and followers, 
as well as for the Editorial and Advisory Board 
of the journal Limnologica, 
GUNTHER FRIEDRICH, HEIKE ZIMMERMANN-TIMM, 
ANITA LANOE and RAINER KOSCHEL 
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